
Kim Huffman Frazier almost lost two people in her 
life. But one thing she has never lost is her faith.

In 2013, Kim’s husband was nearly killed in a car 
accident. She quit work to care for him. A year 
later, Jordan, her middle school-aged daughter, 
was diagnosed with stage-four ovarian cancer. 
Jordan missed six months of school during 
treatment, but made it through. Today, she is 
cancer free, a happy, high-achieving senior at 
Benjamin Franklin High School in Livonia, she 
applied to four universities and was accepted to 
all of them. Kim couldn’t be prouder.

As a now-single mother, Kim says she tries to 
lead by example. “Life has had different turns, but 
it’s given us the opportunity to look at things in 
a different way,” she says. “I want my children to 
know that they can overcome anything.”

One hurdle Kim faced while she was out of work 
was meeting the family’s basic needs, including 
food. She turned to one of our mobile food pantry 
partners Liberty Family Outreach in Warren. 

Every Monday for the last 7 years, Forgotten 
Harvest has delivered a semi-truck load of 
food to the pantry, including fresh produce, 
baked goods, meat and dairy. In 2018, Forgotten 
Harvest delivered over 1,145,000 pounds of food 
to the agency. Based on the KPMG valuation, this 
food was worth over $1,923,000 for the people 
receiving it. Your donations are essential to keep 
this much needed food going to the people like 
Kim who need it the most.

“It was very hard to come the first time,” says  
Kim. “I didn’t want anyone to know that I was 
coming to a food pantry, that I had struggles and 
wasn’t working.”

“It was humbling, but I wanted 
and needed the help,” she recalls. 
“Forgotten Harvest was there when I 
needed it the most.”

When Jordan was diagnosed with cancer, the 
financial struggles continued. And then came her 
divorce. As a single mother rebuilding her life, and 
forging a new career as an independent business 
owner, Kim still counts on food from Forgotten 
Harvest to feed her family, which includes Jordan 
and her son Cameron, who is in seventh grade, 
taking advanced courses and excelling in school 
like his sister.

Kim gives back by volunteering at the mobile 
pantry, which serves an average of 340 families 
each week.

For Kim, looking at her son’s and daughter’s smiles 
keeps her moving forward. Her dream for her 
children: “Everything you’re given is a lesson. Set 
goals, adjust and adapt. Always keep going.”

A Mother’s Faith Keeps Family Moving Forward
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Kim and her kids — Cameron and Jordan



Spring is here, 
and I can’t believe 
summer is almost 
upon us. This 
year was a record 
cold winter and 
the people whom 
Forgotten Harvest 
serve needed our 
help more than ever.

With your generous support Forgotten Harvest 
was able to continue our mission throughout 
the coldest of days. Keeping our trucks moving 
this winter was a main priority. We know that 
our ability to get into the neighborhoods where 
people need us most is vitally important when the 
temperatures drop, as it is harder for some people 
to be as mobile as they want.

Our individual donations are down this year by 
approximately 20%, while the number of at-risk 
families with young children and low-income seniors 
has not decreased. More that 14% of Michigan 
households are food-insecure an many must choose 
between food and paying their healthcare, housing 

and transportation. Forgotten Harvest relies on 
the support of individuals like you. I am proud to 
say, our internal cost to rescue and distribute food 
remains the lowest and most cost effective of any 
food rescue organization in the nation.

It takes the entire community to make our 
organization successful. Your ongoing support it 
crucial to Forgotten Harvest being able to serve the 
hungry in metro Detroit.

Sincerely,

 
Kirk Mayes
Chief Executive Officer 
Forgotten Harvest

248-967-1500
www.forgottenharvest.org

THEY NEEDED OUR HELP  
MORE THAN EVER
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UPCOMING EVENTS

27th Annual Comedy Night – Jim Gaffigan 
at the Fox Theatre  
Friday, June 7 | 8 p.m. | Detroit, MI 

General admission tickets are sold out. Patron 
and Sponsor main floor tickets are still available, 
starting at $500 and may be purchased by 
contacting Rebecca Gade-Sawicki at  
(248) 864-7527. 

Women’s Harvest Lunch  
Thursday, October 3 | 11 a.m. | Royal Oak 
Farmers Market, Royal Oak, MI 

Check our website for details.

Forgotten 
Harvest thanks 
Michigan’s US 
Senators and 
Representatives 
for their recent 
votes to pass a 

strong bipartisan Farm Bill — with heartfelt 
thanks to Senator Stabenow (Ranking 
Member, Senate Agriculture Committee) 
for her leadership on this effective bill. 
Their action helps ensure that men, women, 
children, and seniors facing food insecurity 
have access to healthy food. Among its 
programs, the Farm Bill addresses the rescue 
of healthy surplus food — aligned with the 
mission of Forgotten Harvest, and enhances 
urban agriculture — a top community priority.



When school gets out, 
most students are eager 
for a long-awaited 
Michigan summer. But 
some don’t look forward to 
carefree summer days like 
their friends. 

192,000 children — nearly one in 
four — in Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties live in poverty. 
Most rely on free or reduced-price 
meals during the school year. 
During the summer, most schools 
close, leaving kids at heightened 
risk of going hungry.

Forgotten Harvest works hard to make sure children receive the food 
they need to learn, play, and grow year-round. Our Healthy Food — 
Healthy Kids initiative encompasses three programs that address 
the critical need to increase access to nutritious fresh food for food-
insecure children in underserved metro Detroit neighborhoods — 
particularly during the summer and on weekends when children lose 
access to school breakfast and lunch programs. 
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HEALTHY FOOD HEALTHY KIDS

Our Summer Lunch Program 
utilizes groups of volunteers 
to pack lunches five days a 
week to help ensure at-risk 
children are nourished during 
the summer, when they lose 
access to school breakfast and 
lunch programs. During the 
summer of 2019, we will work 
with 41 agency partners serving 
children to provide more than 
100,000 nutritious lunches and 
snacks over a 10-week period.

Through the Detroit Public 
Library Healthy Kids Partnership, 
Forgotten Harvest provides 
nutritious snacks to food-
insecure children attending 
after-school and summer 
enrichment programs at 22 
library branches throughout the 
City of Detroit.  This partnership 
provides an ideal opportunity to 
nourish food-insecure children. 
This enhances their chances to 
learn, grow, and thrive while 
benefiting from the children’s 
literacy programs provided by 
the Detroit Public Library. This 
year, we expect to provide 
nearly 100,000 snacks.

Our School Pantry Program 
targets distribution of fresh 
food year-round to at-risk 
families with young children at 
schools and agencies with Head 
Start programs. Families receive 
a variety of fresh food to ensure 
that children are well fed in 
the evenings, on weekends 
and during school vacations. 
Last fiscal year, this program 
provided 1.4 million pounds 
of nutritious food to 11 School 
Pantry partners.



Forgotten Harvest recently implemented a parent survey to measure the 
effect of food distributed through our School Pantry Program on household 
stability, children’s eating habits and school readiness.

A special thanks to BJ’s Wholesale Club a new supporter of our Healthy Food - Healthy Kids 
program “BJ’s Wholesale Club is deeply committed to making a positive difference in the 
communities where we live and work. We’re proud to support Forgotten Harvest’s Summer Lunch 
Program and its mission to end hunger in Southeastern Michigan,” said Kirk Saville, Executive 
Director, BJ’s Charitable Foundation. “BJ’s is grateful for the opportunity to serve Metro Detroit 
families, and we look forward to bringing great value to the community with our new clubs in 
Madison Heights and Taylor.”

Forgotten Harvest gratefully acknowledges the additional supporters who make Healthy Food 
– Healthy Kids possible, including the Robert F. Beard Charitable Foundation, Comerica Bank, 
Cooper Standard, Delta Dental of Michigan, the Vera and Joseph Dresner Foundation, Fifth 
Third Bank, Ford Motor Company, General Motors, Grainger, Lear, PNC Foundation, Priority 
Health, Rite Aid Foundation and United Way of Southeastern Michigan.
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93% 92% 89% 93%

93% of participants say that the 
food they receive helps their 
family eat more fresh foods.

92% report the food they 
receive is helping their 
children eat healthier.

89% report that the food they receive 
is helping their children be prepared to 

better focus and to learn in school.

93% say the food they 
receive helps them 

stabilize their household.

OUR AMAZING 
VOLUNTEERS

In the Fall of 2017, Wayne State students noticed 
that hundreds of pounds of usable food were 
being wasted in the campus cafeteria. After 
brainstorming what could be done to rescue 
this food, a group of students created the non-
profit organization Detroit Feedback Loop (DFL). 
With a similar mission to Forgotten Harvest, 
DFL partnered with Forgotten Harvest to relieve 
hunger in Detroit by collecting unused food from 
restaurants, local grocery stores, and convention 
centers. Their ability to collect and distribute 
smaller amounts of food is a big benefit to the 
larger organization. DFL volunteers collect the 
food, then drop it off to Forgotten Harvest and 
its agencies. Throughout the past two years, this 
partnership has resulted in 16,000 lbs. rescued and 
hundreds of clients served. 

“Each week we are grateful that DFL 
is just a call away and eager to help 
Forgotten Harvest serve our community. 
We hope that this partnership will 
continue to flourish and provide meals 
for hundreds of families in the Detroit 
area for many years to come!”

-- Ahmed Hussain, Outreach Director of DFL 



   QUESTIONS? 
Contact Kim Kalmar at kkalmar@forgottenharvest.org. Call 248-864-7525 with 
questions related to Forgotten Harvest, or your tax advisor for tax-specific questions.

TAX-SAVVY DONOR

Did you know that you can 
give from your Individual 
Retirement Account or IRA 
without adding to your 
taxable income?

If you are over the age of 70 ½, you can direct distributions from your IRA directly to Forgotten 
Harvest as a recognized public charity, and reduce your taxable income by the amount of that 
distribution.  This can potentially keep you in a lower tax bracket and allow you to retain certain tax 
deductions. Last year, over 200 of our donors took advantage of this! 

Peter, a long-term donor to Forgotten Harvest, directed a gift from his IRA last year. A donor since 
1997, Peter began giving to Forgotten Harvest “as soon as I found out what they did. They have 
an excellent reputation.” When asked why he decided to direct a gift from his IRA, Peter said, “It 
is easy to do, and a good idea. The law permitting charitable distributions from IRA’s was made 
permanent, and it is a great way to give.” Another long-term donor Leo remarked, “Changes in the 
tax law have caused us to stop itemizing deductions. Utilizing this strategy allows us to reduce 
our tax liability, and benefit Forgotten Harvest.” Making a charitable IRA distribution is easy, just 
contact your IRA holder. Most gifts can be mailed directly to the charity of your choice, or the 
provider might issue a check made payable to the charity that they send to you for further mailing. 
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Harvest Circle Members  
Make a Difference 

For information on how to become a Harvest Circle member contact Kim Kalmar, Director of Major Gifts,  
at kkalmar@forgottenharvest.org or 248-864-7525.

Forgotten Harvest relies upon the generous people in our community 
to tackle food insecurity challenges facing metro Detroit. A very 

special thanks goes out to our Harvest Circle members that keep our 
mission moving forward.
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YOU SHOP. YOU SAVE.  
THEY GIVE TO 
FORGOTTEN HARVEST!

There are lots of ways to support 
Forgotten Harvest by just doing the 
things you do everyday.

A portion of the proceeds of many every day 
transactions can be donated to Forgotten 
Harvest when you use one of our affinity 
programs. When utilizing the following partner 
programs, Forgotten Harvest benefits!

JOIN OUR SUSTAINERS CIRCLE
Sustainers Circle is a monthly giving program that helps fight food insecurity 
year round. Monthly gifts can be set up via credit card or direct debit from a 
bank account. They are tremendously valuable to us because they provide a 
stream of known income to offset our operating expenses. 

To make a monthly gift, visit forgottenharvest.org or use the envelope provided. For more 
information, contact Susan Chomsky at schomsky@forgottenharvest.org or 248-298-3424.

Kroger Community Rewards  Enrollment in Kroger Community Rewards is easy. 
Just visit kroger.com/account/communityrewards and select Forgotten Harvest. 
Just shop at Kroger and use your Kroger Plus card as you normally would and 
your everyday purchases will benefit Forgotten Harvest.

Kroger Round Up  While shopping at your favorite Kroger store ask your cashier 
to “round up” your bill to the next dollar and the change will directly benefit 
Forgotten Harvest.

AmazonSmile  Amazon donates 0.5% of all of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to the charitable organizations of your choice. AmazonSmile is the 
same Amazon you know, same products, same prices, and same service. Select 
Forgotten Harvest and start your shopping at smile.amazon.com.

Goodshop  Find the best deals at thousands of stores, and Goodshop will donate 
to Forgotten Harvest when you shop! Visit goodshop.com/how-it-works.


