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See how you’re helping to relieve hunger and rescue surplus food in Metro Detroit
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FOOD RESCUE TO THE RESCUE
In the United States, an estimated 30% to 40% of all 
food produced for people never reaches someone’s 
table. Food rescue is a powerful tool to close 
that gap and provide meaningful hunger relief for 
families experiencing food insecurity. 

Here’s how it works. Rather than the typical food 
bank model that charges pantry partners for the 
specific items they request, we create partnerships 
with our community’s food businesses—like grocery 
stores, restaurants, cafes, wholesalers, dairies, and 
farms—to collect any extra food they have and 
deliver it to our pantry partners at no cost to donor 
or recipient. 

We don’t always know what we’re going to get, 
but by connecting rescued surplus food to Metro 
Detroit families struggling with the high costs of 
living, we’re preventing unnecessary food loss and 
relieving our neighbors’ hunger.

Our food donation partners set aside grocery 
items they can’t sell for a number of reasons: it’s 
nearing the “Best-By” date that �recommends a time 
window of the product’s peak quality, retailers need 
to make more room for new inventory, one item in 
a bulk package is damaged, or a pick-up order was 
placed but never collected and they can’t  
reshelve it.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

It takes many hands from many places to do the work Forgotten Harvest does. The 
contributions and collaborations made across our service area are vital supports as we 
move toward the shared vision of a community that feeds everyone. 

We know a significant number of our neighbors come up against barriers to food access 
like a lack of transportation, an inability to leave the home unassisted, and fixed incomes 
that don’t leave room for healthy groceries. In response, we’ve designed and expanded 
several programs including Home Delivery, Healthy Food Healthy Seniors, Mobile 
Pantries, and our Community Choice Mobile Markets to ensure we’re doing what we can 
to help our neighbors gain access to the food that helps them thrive. 

And that work is only possible because so many people in our community are willing to 
step up and help. In the last few months, we were given several generous and impactful 
gifts and grants from groups like The Carls Foundation, Ballmer Group, Douglas F. Allison 
Foundation, Celani Family Foundation, Vera and Joseph Dresner Foundation, United 
Way, Fisher Foundation, and Bank of America to continue us on a path of service-guided 
innovation. 

Gifts like these and the support from people like you help the Forgotten Harvest team 
dream up and implement everything in our power to ensure Metro Detroiters don’t have 
to make impossible choices between food for their families and their other expenses. 

I am grateful every day for this community that shows up for each other, and I want to 
extend my personal thanks to each of you for choosing to do so. 

In partnership, 

Adrian Lewis

President & CEO 

 

LETTER FROM ADRIAN

Whether you’re the type to pack your summer full of adventures or you’re more likely to take it easy while 
enjoying the long-awaited Michigan sunshine, it’s undeniable that the warmer months help coax us back out 

to our community. 

If you’re looking for new ways to get involved in your local area and meet like-minded people, join us at 
Forgotten Harvest as we help our neighbors gain access to life-sustaining food! � 

Check out the bottom of page three for ways to jump in this summer!

GET INVOLVED
THIS SUMMER!
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Forgotten Harvest is largely � 
volunteer-powered—but not always in the 
ways you might imagine. 

John Anklam offers a great example of the 
different ways volunteers support us. He�not 
only joins us at our various sites and as a 
regular volunteer at our pantry partner, 
Bethesda Christian Church, but he’s also 
responsible for securing one of Forgotten 
Harvest Farms’ most relied-on tractors.

John told us, “I was out at the farm 
�volunteering [a few years ago] and it seemed 
like the tractor service was slow. �A lot of 
us were standing around talking more than 
working, so I talked to the driver when 
he came back, and he said he was thin for 
equipment. If he just had another tractor, it 
would be most helpful.” 

So John, coming from a farming family 
and knowing the value of good equipment, 
�decided to help us out. He said, “I wanted 
something that was going to work for them.” 

After searching online, making calls, and 
passing up a few options that didn’t fit our 
needs, he finally found it. Rough on the 
outside but with great tires, new wires, and 
an engine that, as John said, “purrs like a 
kitten,” he knew this tractor was the one and 
generously bought it for us.

Our Farm Manager Mike Yancho said, �“The 
tractor is a Ford 600 from the 1950s and has 
turned out to be one of my favorite tractors 
due to its ease of use and �reliability. It usually 
has a mower on the back to help keep the 
farm tidy and safe without having to take 
another tractor away from its duties to get 
the mowing done. It also has done some 
cultivating in the melons, pumpkins, and 
squash to help keep the weeds at bay.” 

Because of John, and many other volunteers 
like him, Forgotten Harvest is able to supply 
our food-insecure neighbors with the fresh, 
nourishing food that keeps them healthy. 
A huge thank you to John and all of our 
�dedicated volunteers! 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

VOLUNTEER:  
�We have opportunities available every  
�day except Sundays. Enjoy the fresh air,  
sun, and soil at our farm, or join fellow 
volunteers at our Distribution Center or 
Community Choice Markets. Please visit 
�forgottenharvest.org/volunteer for the right 
opportunity for you.

DONATE: 
�Every donation to Forgotten Harvest goes 
a long way in supplying our �neighbors with 
wholesome food—for every $1 donated, 
Forgotten Harvest �can provide $7 worth of 
groceries to a family in need. Please visit 
�forgottenharvest.org/donate to give your gift 
today.

HOST A FOOD DRIVE:� 
We’re always accepting food donations  
of unexpired, undamaged, and  
unopened food items. Please visit 
�forgottenharvest.org/partners-agencies �for  
our food drive flyer under the �Donate Food tab. 

ADVOCATE:� 
Your voice is powerful! By spreading  
�awareness of food insecurity throughout  
our communities, we’ll be stronger in  
our fight against it. Please visit 
�forgottenharvest.org/advocate �to learn more.
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SUSTAINING PEOPLE & PEOPLE
We often talk about our impact in terms of how many people 
we can serve with the food we rescue. But the benefits of a food 
rescue model include more than support for our people—our planet 
feels the love, too. And last year, we got valuable insight into just 
how significant Forgotten Harvest’s positive �environmental impact 
is. 

Resource Recycling Systems (RRS) performed an environmental 
impact assessment of Forgotten Harvest for our fiscal year 2024. 
RRS measured our sustainability through a survey of our water and 
energy use, our trash, recycling, and composting practices, and the 
overall impact of the food we save from unnecessary landfilling 
each year through food rescue.

We’re so excited by the results. The assessment found our 
�operations save the equivalent of: 

Every time food intended for human consumption feeds someone 
before becoming unusable or unnecessarily packing a landfill, 
it also saves the resources involved in harvesting, producing, 
processing, transporting, and displaying that food from going to 
waste. 

Additionally, since implementing a composting program for any 
rescued food not fit for consumption, we have diverted around 
200 tons of food products from landfills. That’s 200 tons of 
inedible food being turned into valuable, nutrient-rich soil rather 
than emitting harmful greenhouse gases that further damage our 
environment. 

Forgotten Harvest’s vision for a well-cared-for community includes 
stewarding the earth, water, and air we’re lucky enough to call 
home. We remain committed to softening our ecological footprint 
as we do everything we can to feed our neighbors with healthy and 
wholesome food.
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Our drivers collect the donors’ surplus food 
�and bring it back to our Distribution Center. 

Our Distribution Center team and All-Star 
�Volunteers sort the food into nutritional 
�categories like protein, produce, dairy, and 
grains.

Our pantry partners make notes in our shared 
logistics software to request specific needs.

Our Distribution Center team does their best 
�to accommodate specific requests while 
�designating a balanced mix of grocery items 
�for each partner.

Our drivers deliver the food to our pantry 
�partners.

Our pantry partners give the food to our 
�community, always free of charge.

continued from page 1

Once the food is designated for Forgotten Harvest 
donation, we move quickly to achieve our � 
community-powered hunger solution:

This practice ensures food fulfills its intended use by 
nourishing families in our community instead of being 
wasted. And we work with our pantry partners to make 
sure our community’s needs are being heard, so we can 
do our best to provide those we serve with the items 
that support their personal and cultural needs. 

Another major success of food rescue? Community 
�reinforcement. So many sectors of our society play �a 
role in this work, and each sector influences the success 
of the whole. As a result of our �collaboration, we 
strengthen Metro Detroit’s �entire food security network!

Not any one of us holds the entire solution—we need 
each other to fight the complex problem of food 
insecurity and to create a world that supports our 
collective well-being. Forgotten Harvest is proud and 
honored to be doing our part, and we’re �enormously 
grateful for the meaningful actions �you all take to help 
bring that world into reality.
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We’re very social! Join us on: 

Our donors certainly make our work happen, and 
there are many ways to give to Forgotten Harvest. 
We have seen tremendous growth in gifts coming 
from Donor Advised Funds, so we thought we 
would dig a little deeper and show you WHY! 

Denise Murray has been giving to us for 21 years. 
Thinking back, she first started donating to 
Forgotten Harvest because she knew that there 
were hungry people in our community, and she was 
glad to see us taking full �advantage of our food 
supply by rescuing surplus food and getting it to 
people in need. 

She recently started giving from her newly created 
Donor Advised Fund or DAF. She and her husband 
have been fortunate to �accumulate large 401k 
balances and IRA accounts, but she is not of the 
age to take advantage of the qualified charitable 
deduction yet. After doing research for other tax 
�advantaged ways of giving, they decided to take 
some money from those balances, pay the income 
tax of the distribution and move it into a Donor 
Advised Fund. The money in the account will grow 
tax-free, and they can �continue their giving by 
recommending grants from the DAF. She makes 

multiple grants to multiple 501c3 charities and has 
even �continued her recurring monthly gift to us by 
setting it up with the Donor Advised Fund. �It is a 
nice way of organizing gifts without the 
record-keeping that she was maintaining �herself.   

You receive a tax deduction when you transfer 
money into the Donor Advised Fund. As such, you 
can make grant recommendations to �charities, but 
the money cannot be returned to you. Although 
Denise’s plan might not mirror your situation, 
you can fund the account with cash, or even 
appreciated stock, or private business interests and 
increase your savings �by not paying capital gains 
on the sale. Many �organizations send transfers to 
the charities electronically, so you can start making 
an impact sooner! Although Denise’s DAF partner 
provides full donor information, some �organizations 
do not, so we would recommend sending an email 
to let us know that your gift �is coming!     

Do you have additional questions about the �use 
of Donor Advised Funds? We would love to hear 
from you! Please contact Kim Kalmar, Director of 
Individual Giving at 313-605-8207 or  
kkalmar@forgottenharvest.org.

EVENTS: PAST & UPCOMING

Our third-annual spring benefit Feeding Detroit Together brought out the best in our community. 
All evening, we shared stories, hope, and room on the dance floor as we looked back on some of 
last year’s accomplishments and forward to our future with optimistic determination. We truly 
cannot do this life-changing work without your support, so thank you, thank you, thank you to all 
who lend their time, energy, and resources to our cause! 

And be sure to join us Thursday, October 22, 2026, for our next Women’s Harvest Lunch! This 
event is all about connecting with the powerhouse changemakers in our community over a 
delicious meal, so it’s one of our favorites. �

We hope to see you there!


